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CAPSTONE POSTER

OVERVIEW
The poster represents an aggregated version of the team's
semester-long partnership with WiderNet. It highlights the
purpose of our project, our approaches to our presented
policy problem, and details potential policy implications.

PURPOSE
The Capstone poster is a subsidiary deliverable utilized during
the Public Policy Capstone showcase. The team utilized it to
explain research, findings, and deliverables created in
conjunction with WiderNet.

Developing a organizational directory to
promote coalition building
Creating a Internet Access Infographic to
spread awareness of the policy issue
Authoring a comprehensive report on the
State of Internet Access in North
Carolina

Widernet’s primary mission is to close the
digital gap for rural and low-income
communities in N.C. We partner with Widernet
to aid in exploring this policy issue through:

Project Overview

Rural communities in North Carolina suffer
through poor internet connection and, as a
result, are left without access to many basic
needs, "within the next three to five years,
many regions will not be able to support the
needs of businesses and individuals” using
current broadband technology," (Trostle,
2016).
The FCC mandated standard internet speed is
25 Mbps for families. In 2015, only 12% of North
Carolinians in rural areas had multiple
services to choose from that provided
sufficient broadband at 25 Mbps. An estimated
125,000 North Carolinians lack access to any
wired internet providers.

Problem Defintion

Established in 2000, WiderNet is a non-profit
based in Chapel Hill. The organization focuses
on providing educational resources and
trainings for underprivileged groups. Widernet
works to bring Internet connectivity to these
communities.

Background

Legislation has been pushed through
the House, but tends to fail once it
gets to the Senate. The NC Cable
Telecommunications Association has
hired a lobbyist with deep
connections in the Senate. The
telecom industry was also very
supportive of Chapter 160A, article
16A of the NC Statute. This state
statute prohibits local
municipalities from establishing
their own broadband services.

Barriers to Access
The Internet is a civil right as
declared by the United Nations
Article 19. Civil rights are
“guarantees of equal social
opportunities and equal
protection under the law,
regardless of race, religion, or
other personal
characteristics”. However, not
all governments recognize this
right and honor it.

Map citation: O’Boyle, T., & Mitchell, C. (2012, December 5). Wilson’s Greenlight Leads North Carolina in Fast Internet. Retrieved October 2019,
from Community Networks website: https://muninetworks.org/reports/wilsons-greenlight-leads-north-carolina-fast-internet
Trostle, H. R., & Mitchell, C. (2016). North Carolina Connectivity: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly. Institute for Local Self-Reliance. Retrieved
from https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/NC-Broadband-Report_10_2016-1.pdf
WiderNet about citation: (2019). Widernet @ UNC. Retrieved from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill website:
https://widernet.unc.edu/
Knopf, T. (2019, May 1). Lawmakers look for ways to reduce barriers to rural broadband. Retrieved November 1, 2019, from
https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2019/05/01/lawmakers-look-for-ways-to-reduce-barriers-to-rural-broadband/.
Provision of Communications Service by Cities. (2011). Article 16A. Retrieved November 1, 2019, from
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/ByArticle/Chapter_160A/Article_16A.html
Human Rights Council. (2011, May 16). Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, Frank La Rue. Retrieved October 2019, from https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/17session/A.HRC.17.27_en.pdf
12%: Kienbaum, K. (2019, July 12). Visualizing Connectivity in North Carolina. Retrieved October 30, 2019, from
https://muninetworks.org/content/visualizing-connectivity-north-carolina.

Hold private, corporate providers to higher internet
quality standards

Get rid of red tape preventing municipal networks

Expand funding for rural grant programs

Policy Implications

YOU are an internet user
YOU are a broadband provider
YOU live in a community where broadband access
is underserved
YOU think internet access is a civil right
YOU want to help close the digital divide

You are a Stakeholder because...
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